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CL AIMS 

1. software architecture comprising: 

multiple attacHm^nt points collectively arranged to filter data associated 
with files that describe software s esctensions; and 

multiple extension managers assbe^ated with the multiple attachment points 
and with respective feature types that can bedded to a software platform by 
software extensions, the extension managers being corHi^gured to receive data from 
the multiple attachment points that pertains only to the featiibs^type with which the 
extension manager is associated. 




\/ 2. Th^ software architecture of claim 1, wherein the attachment points 
are defined as prediWe chains. 



3. The software architecture of claim 1, wherein the attachment points 
filter XML data. 

4. The software architecture of claimN^ wherein each feature type is 
associated with an XML tag. 



5. The software architecture of claim 3, wherein eabh feature type is 
associated with an XML tag, at least some of the feature types comprising user- 
defined feature types. 
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^1^6. Th^ software architecture of claim 1, wherein each attachment point 
exposes collections^ ordered nodes. 

7. The software architecture of claim 1 , wherein each attachment point 
exposes collections of ordered XML noc 




8. A computer embodying the software aK^hitecture of claim 1 . 

9. A^oftware architecture comprising: 
a hub struclure^bnjigured to: 

receive multiple different files that describe software extensions that 
can be added to a software platform; 

combine the multiple different files into^smgle exposable list; and 
expose the single exposable list to a filter structu^b<that is configured 
to filter the list. 





10. "^e- software architecture of claim 9, wherein the hub structure 
receives multiple differemXML files and exposes a list of XML nodes. 




11. A computer embodying the software^aschitecture of claim 9. 
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12. A software architecture comprising multiple different attachment 
points each of whicnSs^configured to: 

receive XML data thaf^peftains to one or more software extensions that can 
be added to a software platform; 

process the XML data to provide a list olsJ^ML nodes; and 
expose the list of XML nodes. 



[/ 13. The software architecture of claim 12, wherein the list of XML 




nodes is exposed to another attachment point. 



14. The software architecture of claim 12, wherein the list of XML 
nodes can pertain to multiple different feature types that can be added by the one 
or more software extensions. 

15. The software architecture of claim 12, wherein the list of XML 
nodes can pertain to multiple different features of particular feature types that can 
be added by the one or more software extensions. 



16. The software architecture \f claim 12, wherein the list of XML 
nodes can pertain to one or more of: 

multiple different feature types that c^n be added by the one or more 
software extensions; and 

multiple different features of particular featur^ types that can be added by 
the one or more software extensions. 
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17. A corr^trtei^mbodying the software architecture of claim 12. 



18. A software architecture comprising: 
a hub structure configured to: 

receive nmltiple different files that describe software extensions that 
can be added to a software^atform; 

combine the multtole different files into a single exposable list; and 
expose the single expb^able list to a filter structure that is configured 
to filter the list; 

a filter structure comprising mulfijjle attachment points collectively 
arranged to filter data associated with the list exposed by the hub structure; and 

multiple extension managers associated with thesmultiple attachment points 
and with respective feature types that can be added to aNsoftware platform by 
software extensions, the extension managers being configured to^eceive data from 
the multiple attachment points that pertains only to the feature type with which the 
extension manager is associated. 




19. The^oftware architecture of claim 18, wherein the hub structure 
receives multiple different XML,files an< ^ exposes a list of XML nodes. 




20. The software architecture of claim r^wherein the list contains root 
node tags for all of the XML files. 
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22. The software architecture of claim 
are defined as predicate chains. 
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21. 



software architecture of claim 19, wherein the XML files 



ogically describe where^particular extension fits on the software platform. 




erein the attachment points 



re architecture of claim 19, wherein an extension 
manager is notified whenever a extension^X^etiigrising a feature type with which it 
is associated is added or removed from the software platfofm^ 

v 



24. ^he software architecture of claim 19, wherein each feature type is 
^associated with a particular XML tag. 

25. A compiler embodying the software architecture of claim 18. 

26. A method of prodding a software extension comprising: 
exposing an XML list that osmtains one or more nodes; 

processing the XML list to identify specific nodes that correspond to 
various feature types that can be added to assoftware platform; and 

notifying an extension manager that is^ssociated with at least one feature 
type if a node that corresponds to that feature type is identified in the XML list. 
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} \ N 27, Vhe method of claim 26, wherein said processing is accomplished 
yy filtering the\p\4L list using multiple attachment points that are defined as 
predicate chains. 

28, The method ohckrim 27, wherein the individual attachment points 
receive XML data as an input and exjfose a list of XML nodes. 

29, The method of claim 26, wherein s^id processing is accomplished 
by filtering on specific nodes. 



30. The^jiethod of claim 26, wherein said processing is accomplished 
/6y exploding various nodes. 




T\e method of claim 26, wherein saichpi^cessing is accomplished 
filtering on specHk nodes and exploding various nodes. 

32. One or more rcnnputer-readable media having computer-readable 
instructions thereon which, when\^cecuted by a computer, cause the computer to 
implement the method of claim 26. 

33. A method of providing a software extension comprising: 
receiving XML data that pertains to a softwares^xtension that is to be added 

to a software platform; 

processing the XML data to identify XML nodes; and 
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^\ ) apposing an XML list that contains one or more nodes that are identified by 
said processing. 

34. The method of claim 33, wherein said receiving comprises receiving 
multiple XML files thatWtain to different software extensions. 

35. The method of clamK 34, wherein said processing comprises 
combining the multiple XML files into a sWle exposable list. 

36. The method of claim 33, wherenK said processing comprises 
processing the XML data with one or more attachment joints that are defined as 
predicate chains that filter the XML data. 



5/^^ 37. *The~l : netho3~7^ at least one of the attachment 



'points expodes a node. 





0^/^ 38. T^i^e^ method of claim 36, wherein at least one of the attachment 
points filters on a node. 



39. One or more compufei^readable media having computer-readable 
instructions thereon which, when executed b^^computer, cause the computer to 
implement the method of claim 33. 
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40. VA method of providing a software extension comprising: 
receiviiifc multiple different files, each of which being associated with a 

different software extension and logically describing its associated software 
extension; 

combining the multiple different files in a single list; 
exposing portions of the list; 

processing exposed portions of the list to identify one or more feature types 
that are to be added to a software plktform; and 

notifying an extension manage\that is associated with a particular feature 

type. 

41. The method of claim 40, wherein the multiple different files 
comprise XML files. 

42. One or more computer-readable media\having computer-readable 
instructions thereon which, when executed by a compute^ cause the computer to 
implement the method of claim 40. 
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